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writer makes the mistake of saying that Mr. Edward Everett was Min- 
ister at Madrid, confounding one brother with another. But in the 
American department the gravest fault is the " sin of omission." Very 
few of the more distinguished American names, whether in politics, 
science, art, letters, law, or theology, are noticed. In a volume published 
less than six months ago, we might reasonably look for the names of 
some who have distinguished themselves in our present war, and who 
are far enough on in the alphabet to come under remark ; but not one 
is mentioned. No English or French writer of local history is omitted 5 
but we look in vain for Palfrey, the historian of New England, and 
Parkman, the biographer of Pontiac. Pierce the President is illustrat- 
ed at length; but there is no allusion to Peirce the mathematician, 
who has been honored in Europe, and has been able to correct the er- 
rors of foreign astronomers. Poets far inferior in fame to Pierpont are 
celebrated in these columns ; but his name is not there. We find ten 
articles with the heading of "Phillips," yet none of them American. The 
only " Paine " noticed in the work is the notorious " Thomas Paine." 

In this, as in all other cyclopaedias, we cannot help observing, as the 
work goes oq, a tendency to compress and condense. In the earlier 
volumes, there were many articles of ten pages or more. In the last 
volume, we have noticed but two articles, those on Raphael and on 
Pythagoras, which reach that length ; and most of the articles, even 
on the eminent names in French literature, are comparatively short. 
Racine is finished in seven pages, Rabelais in six, Regnard in six, 
Quinet in one. Mythological personages have been gradually dropped. 
Less space is given to mere dignitaries, whether of church or state. 
This compression is doubtless judicious, yet it gives to the work an 
unequal appearance, and makes it seem hurried. 

As a whole, the work is accurate, comprehensive, well digested, and 
very cheap, when its amount and variety of matter are considered. A 
thousand columns of close print for four francs cannot be considered 
exorbitant. 



9. — Lives of the Engineers, with an Account of their 'principal Works; 
comprising also a History of Inland Communication in Britain. By 
Samuel Smiles. "With Portraits and numerous Illustrations. 
Vol. III. [George and Robert Stephenson.] London : John 
Murray. 1862. 8vo. pp. xxi. and 512. 

Mr. Smiles's Life of George Stephenson is one of the best and 
most popular biographies which have been published within the last ten 
years ; and the author has decided wisely in including it in his Lives 
48* 
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of the Engineers, instead of attempting to write an entirely new me- 
moir. During the interval which has elapsed since the first publication 
of the work, some new facts and anecdotes have become known to him, 
and in the reprint which forms the substance of the volume now before 
us these have been inserted in the proper place ; some passages have 
been omitted, in order that the topics discussed in them might be treated 
with greater fulness elsewhere, or because they had little connection 
with the principal subject ; and numerous verbal alterations have been 
made. These additions, omissions, and changes, so far as they relate 
to the life, character, or works of George Stephenson, are obvious im- 
provements ; and if no other additions had been made, they would 
render the memoir still more worthy of the popularity it has enjoyed. 
But the author has deliberately sacrificed all the advantages which his 
work would have derived from this careful revision, by incorporating 
with the text a short account of the life of Robert Stephenson, instead 
of appending it to the memoir of the elder Stephenson, as a separate 
and independent biography. It is true that there was a closer rela- 
tion between the two than ordinarily exists between a father and a 
son ; but this connection was not of such a character as to render it 
expedient to narrate their lives in one memoir, and the disadvantages 
of writing biography after such a method are so obvious, that it is to be 
hoped no subsequent writer will be tempted to follow the example. 
There was enough of incident in the life of Robert Stephenson to give 
interest to a separate memoir ; and certainly his achievements as a rail- 
way engineer, and above all in the construction of the Britannia Bridge, 
were sufficient to justify such an honor to his memory. As it is, the 
reader of Mr. Smiles's volume who is already familiar with the career 
of the elder Stephenson, and who wishes to become acquainted with 
the life of the younger, must laboriously cull the facts from a large 
amount of old and irrelevant matter ; and the same remark is equally 
applicable to the Life of George Stephenson, in the form in which Mr. 
Smiles has seen fit to print it. If the passages relating to his son 
which have been inserted were removed, the continuity of the narra- 
tive would be unbroken, and every one could see at a glance how care- 
fully Mr. Smiles has revised his earlier work, and how much it has 
been improved. 

10. — Something of Italy. By W. Chambers. Edinburgh and Lon- 
don : W. and R. Chambers. 1862. 16mo. pp.133. 

Under this modest title, Mr. William Chambers has brought to- 
gether, from the excellent journal of which he is the principal editor, a 



